
Dear Tomahawk Church Family: 
This coming Sunday, October 7, is going to be an important day at Tomahawk.  We will be ordaining four people to serve in the 
deacon ministry of service and care.  These four individuals have answered a call by God and by the church to be set apart for a 
special kind of ministry to our congregation.  This call to serve as a deacon is, at its core, a call to Christian stewardship.  To become 
a deacon, one must realize that our life and breath and being comes from God—a blessing that we are to nurture, not only for our-
selves, but for others.  If we belong to God, and we are created in God’s holy image, then we are called to share what God has giv-
en us with the world.  Deacons understand this calling, in the way that they give of their time, energy and talents to take care of 
our church congregation.  I am so excited for this service of ordination, where we will publically and corporately ask for blessing on 
the lives of those who have chosen to follow God’s call in such an important way.  We will be in prayer for our new deacons:  Mike 
Audet, Christie Hamlett, Jason Swoap, and Wendi Hare. 

On that same morning we will all participate in a biblical call to Christ-like stewardship through our Tithing Sunday.  We have heard 
scripture passages in worship and have listened to the call that God has placed on our lives to give back a tenth of what God has 
given us to take care of here on earth.  The Bible tells us in both the Old Testament and the New—we are mandated to give back 
to God.  This should be an honor and a blessing to us, not a burden—to give back to God just a little of what He has given to us.  
And so, this coming Sunday we are each asked to give 10% of our income for that week or month.  However you choose to inter-
pret 10%, give accordingly for God’s glory! 

Stewardship of our finances is not a matter of dollars and cents, as we often think.  Giving “our” money to God’s purposes is a spir-
itual matter.  Remember that the Bible tells us, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  (Matthew 6:21)  I firmly 
believe in what Jesus Christ taught—your relationship with God is directly related to what you believe about “your” earthly goods.  
And, on the same hand, I believe that what we are willing to give away to God is the measure by which we will receive from God.  
(reference Mark 4:24)  

Talking money in church is such a hard topic.  There are those who think we don’t talk about it enough, and there are others who 
say that we should never talk about it.  So, we’ll fall somewhere in the middle here at Tomahawk.  On this important Sunday where 
we have the opportunity to be richly blessed by God through our willingness to give a tenth, or a tithe, we will talk about it, pray 
about it, and ask for God’s guidance in such matters.   

One last thought about Tithing Sunday—can you imagine the difference that this Sunday could make in the life of our church minis-

try? What could we do for the cause of Jesus Christ in our church and surrounding communities if we give according to the bless-

ings we have received?  There is no limit, when we give sacrificially.  God will bless others through us—what an amazing opportuni-

ty we have here at Tomahawk Baptist Church.  Give as we have richly as we have received…bless as we have been so abundantly 

blessed.  See you Sunday!   

Mary Richerson Mann 

From Your Pastor                                              
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We Welcome  Our New Members 

Mike and Julie Gordon and family, who joined 
church September 9. 

 

 

 

We Celebrate Baptism 

Anna Midkiff, Nick Hawkins, and Betty Moore were 
baptized on September 30.  

 

 

Sunday October 7 Tithing Sunday 

   Deacon Ordination 

Sunday October 14 Business Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday October 21 Operation Christmas Child 

   Shoebox Distribution 

Saturday October 27 Trunk or Treat & Fall Festival 



Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Bible Study (in the Fellowship Hall) 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
 8:00 Hand bells 

 

Children’s Choirs are up and running. They meet from 6:15—
7:00 p.m. The age divisions will be as following: 
  

  Littlest Angels:   Ages 2-3 
  Leader:  Rhea Ziesmer 
 

  Cherubs:   Ages 4-1st Grade 
  Leaders: Crystal Breedlove, Jennifer  
  Blankenship 
  

  Choral Kids:  Grades 2-5 
  Leaders: Laura Easton, Chris Schardt,  
  Jeanie Billings 
 
Our Choral Kids have begun working on their Christmas musical, 
“Christmas on Main Street.”  Your 2-5th grade students are still 
welcomed to join us 
 
Children’s Sunday:  October 21 (Children –led worship) 
 

Children’s Mission Groups began on September 5, as well, and 
meet at 7:00 p.m.  These groups are a great way for children to 
get engaged in ministry both locally, and around the world.  Our 
children’s mission groups participate in projects monthly, and 
help bring awareness of local needs to our congregation.  
  

   
  Mission Friends:  Ages 3-Kindergarten 
  Leaders: Rochelle & Pete Zangardi 
 

  Children in Action (CIA):  Grades 1-5 
  Leaders:  Christie Hamlett, Betsy Harrell 
 
 

 

Children’s Ministry  
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 Wednesday Nights 

Dinner Menu for October 

October 3:            Adults: Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Mixed  
                                Vegetables 
  Chicken Noodle Soup Assorted Desserts 
           Children: BLT and Chips 
 
October 10: Adults: Baked Salmon Steak, Spoon Bread, 
  Cole Slaw, Green Beans 
  Potato Soup  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Chicken Tenders and Mac & Cheese  
 
October 17:  Adults: BBQ Ribs, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans 
  Beef Noodle Soup Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Grilled Cheese 
 
October 24:  Adults: Beef Lasagna, Garlic Bread 
  Minestrone  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Grilled Ham & Cheese 
   

October 31: No Meal 

What I love most about fall are the cooler temperatures and the beauty of the changing colors of the leaves on the trees.  This time 

of year is filled with changes in nature all around us, and it is the constant reliability of the changing of the seasons that always re-

minds me of God’s constant presence in my life, especially during times of change.  For me, this has been a season of change not 

only in the weather outdoors, but also in my own life as I have begun my Seminary Ministry Internship with you all.  I want to thank 

you for the warm welcome you have given both to me as well as my family.  I am so excited to get to serve among a faith communi-

ty that is so vibrant in personality and strength of faith.  For those who have not met me yet, I look forward to meeting you soon 

and hearing the stories you have to tell.  As for my story, I live here in Midlothian with my husband N.W. (you have probably seen 

him working at the Harbour Pointe Martin’s) and our two year old son, Bryan.  I am in my final year at Baptist Theological Seminary 

at Richmond, and plan to graduate with a Master of Divinity in May 2013.  I graduated from Mary Washington College in 1999, and 

formerly was a teacher in Hanover County.  I have served on several church staffs as a Minister to Children, Youth, and Families 

since 2005.  Most of all, I love the beach, reading with my son, playing my cello, and anything purple.  I look forward to living, learn-

ing, and serving alongside you in the months to come as your Children and Families Ministry Intern!    

In Christ, Krista  
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From Your Associate Pastor 

  There’s a beautiful plant on the desk in my office that welcomed me when I first arrived at Tomahawk in June.  I’m grate-
ful for the plant itself, but also that the kind soul who left it for me had the foresight to pick a hearty variety.  I must confess that I 
have a tendency to inadvertently kill plants (I didn’t inherit my grandmother’s green thumb).  But so far, this one seems to be 
thriving.  I enjoy watching it as a new leaf emerges.  The stalk slowly breaks through the forest of surrounding leaves; the new leaf 
tightly curled around it.  Over the course of a day or so, the new leaf, a brighter green than the others, unfurls, spreads out, and 
enhances the beauty of the plant.  It is no longer the same plant that it was a couple days ago.   

Whether we’re talking about plants or our spiritual lives, all growth is a process of change.  Change can be scary and it 
can be difficult and we often try to resist it, but the reality is that it is a part of life and we are called by God to grow and to 
change.   Romans 12:2 says, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  To 
be a Christian is to seek to be on a journey that daily transforms us to be more like Jesus Christ; so our decisions, our words, our 
thoughts, and actions reflect the character and values of Jesus rather than the values of our surrounding culture. 

One of the best ways to be intentional about this process of growth is to get involved.  Explore the Bible on your own and 
with others in a Sunday school class or a small group: two of our classes have begun new Bible studies and our Monday night FAQ 
small group is digging into topics such as predestination and free will.  Find a way to serve either here at church or out in the com-
munity. We need more people to help run sound and the Media Shout presentations on Sunday mornings.  Create a prayer shawl.  
Volunteer to help with Trunk or Treat, help with the Gathering Grounds ministry, or make a shoe box gift for Operation Christmas 
Child.  Whatever gifts and passions God has placed in you, using them to serve our neighbors with the love of God will foster the 
process of growth and transformation in you.  And if you’re not sure what those gifts are, we can work together on that too.   

 

Grace and peace to you on our shared journey! 
 

Thomas 

Saturday October 27 

2—5 p.m. 

**We need cars for Trunk or Treat! 
(at least 20) 

** Decorate your car and give out 
candy 

 

Also included this year: 

 Live Music 

 Hay Rides 

 Face Painting 

 Popcorn & Apple Cider 

 Cake Walk 

 

Plan NOW to be part of this fun 

community outreach! 



Reminders from the Church Office… 

 Office Hours:  Monday—
Thursday, 9:00am—2:30pm  

 Please sign up for Wednesday 
Night Dinner by Monday after-
noon.  Call the church office:  
744-2044 

 Please have any submissions for 
the monthly newsletter into the office by the 15th of 
the month prior to publication.   

 If you have an email address that we can use to contact 
you, please submit it to the church office.  

 We are currently updating personal information. Please 
be sure we have your correct address, phone number, 
etc. 

 THANK YOU! ~Jeanette 
 

Sermon’s for October 

October 7:  Deacon Ordination 

October 14: You Gotta Give It Away 

October 21:  Children’s Sunday 

October 28: If You Invite God to Dinner,  

  Don’t Serve Leftovers 
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The Next Chapter  
  

In the gospel of John we find more of the invitation for us to join in the Story of God.  Jesus voiced a beautiful prayer that encour-
ages us to live together as one – working together as the “cast and crew” and “supporting characters” joined together to live in 
His story.   
 

As He is writing the pages of His story, Jesus prays, “I’m praying (not only for them, but also) for those who will believe in me be-
cause of them and their witness about me.  The goal is for all of them to become one heart and mind, just as you, Father, are in me 
and I in you.  So they might be one heart and mind with us.  Then the world might believe that you, in fact, sent me.  The same glo-
ry you gave me, I gave them, so they’ll be as unified and together as we are, I in them and you in me.  Then they’ll be mature in this 
oneness, and give the godless world evidence that you’ve sent me and loved them In the same way you’ve loved me.”   
  
In some recent “scenes” of our youth ministry, we’ve joined as one to learn more about the Author in Sunday School, joined as 
one voice in youth choir, and laughed, cried, prayed, and served during some group times together.  While the pages written so 
far have had intriguing prologues to remind us of the theme, silly games as comic relief, or serious questions as the plot thickens, 
the Story of God here at Tomahawk certainly is full of excitement as a wonderful set of supporting characters in our youth seek to 
listen to Jesus in becoming one in His Story.   
 

While we continue to turn the pages in the fantastic story of God through our youth ministry, this month we will continue to take 
adventurous journeys, be part of inspirational scenes, and research more about the Author.  As the next chapter begins, let’s take 
advantage of these opportunities to grow together as one: 
 

Fall re:treat.  Re:newed, re:made, re:mixed.  October 12-14, Watermarks Camp (Scottsville, VA), cost $90.  There still are some 
spaces available…you don’t want to skip this chapter! 
 

Football Tailgate.  Friday, October 19th at the Cosby vs. Clover Hill game.  Like an action packed sports flick, bring your spirit and 
join us before the game. 
 

Trunk or Treat.  Saturday, October 27th, we will join with many other characters to serve our part in this fun story. 
 

Ongoing Series in the Story.  Join as one during Sunday School, Youth Group, Choir, and some Time in the Tent on Wednesday 
nights. 
        — John Mark 

From Your Youth Pastor 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Mike Audet 
Rucker & Nancy Barden 
Donna Bright 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
E. B. Davis 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Lois Parsons 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 
Kevin Thompson 

Serving in the Military 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Gordon, GA                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea 
Shanna Hehl - Ft. Gordon, GA   
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq  
Kenny Tarrant  
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on 
call” if you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

Amy Dixon (804) 717-9990 
Christie Hamlett  (804) 639-5643 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Kick off meetings for the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry brought forth quite a few of 
our talented ladies and lots of excite-
ment about getting the ministry off the 
ground.  Goals for the ministry will be 

taken in baby steps:  first, to touch our church family; second, 
to touch our community; third, to reach and support the mis-
sion field. 

Requirements to take our first steps include creation of and 
stock piling several shawls.  That will take our group a little 
time to accomplish—some of us are fast; some of us, not so 
fast.  Dedication of each shawl and how they will be distributed 
are just some of the things currently under discussion.  In 
terms of how the church might help, we can use yarn.  We will 
accept all donations.  However, a guide defining type of yarn 
and quantities for specific purposes will be posted in the Sun-
day School hallway. 

Interested but have never attempted crocheting or 
knitting?  Come anyway.  We have plenty of volunteers in our 
original group who will teach you the basics! 

~Sherry Graves 

Thank You 

Thank you to everyone for all of the cards, visits and 
especially prayers during this challenging time. It all 
means so much. ~ Thelma Taylor 

Tomahawk’s Core Values 

All programs and ministries will focus on one or more of 
these Christian values 

1) Authentic Worship experiences 

2) Intentional Bible study opportunities 

3) Community  Involvement and outreach 
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Guys and Dolls—October Meeting 

 
“Guys and Dolls”  most happily presents  
TONY BOOTH, one of Richmond’s  top on-
air personalities and after dinner speak-
ers. He can be heard each weekday after-
noon on BIG OLDIES 107.3 Radio.  
 
Tony Booth was 13 years old when he started working in 
radio in Paris, Texas. He has worked on-air at top radio sta-
tions in Dallas, Phoenix, Los Angeles, Pittsburg and others. In 
the military, he hosted “Good Morning, Korea” for two 
years. Recently, he and Adrian Cronauer whom Robin Wil-
liams portrayed in “Good Morning, Vietnam” presented a 
lecture on “Radio During War” at the Virginia War Memorial. 
He also writes a monthly column in the “50-Plus” magazine, 
among many other credits. 
 
We are so excited to have Tony Booth present a program at 
our October 22nd session, which begins at 10:30 a.m. Please 
call the church office or sign up on our bulletin board if you 
planned to stay for lunch, which is $4.00. 
 

Facts & Figures as of September 30 

Offering   $6,376.00    Received to Date    $287,069.76 
Weekly   $8,208.27        Required to Date    $328,330.53 
Budget     $426,830.10     
 
S.S. Attendance  118          Worship Service  171 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 
 

Mary Richerson Mann, Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

John Mark Skammer, Minister to Youth 

Chase Peak, Music Director 

Krista Manuel, Ministry Intern to Children and Families 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

October 2012  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Small Group 7pm 

2 3 

Wednesday Activities 

4 5 6 

7  

Tithing Sunday 

Ordination Sunday 

Youth 6:00pm 

8 

 

Small Group 7pm 

9 

 

Admin. Council 

Meeting 6:30pm 

10 

Wednesday Activities 

11 12 13 

14 

 

Business Meeting 6pm 

Youth 6pm 

15 

Guys & Dolls  

Planning 10:30am 

Small Group 7pm 

16 17 

Wednesday Activities 

 

 

18 

 

Prayer Shawls 7pm 

19 

 

Youth Football  

Tailgate 7pm 

20 

Ministry Council 

Retreat at TBC 

10am-2pm 

21 

Operation Christmas 

Child Shoebox  

Distribution 

Youth 6pm 

22 

Prayer Shawls 9:30am 

Guys & Dolls 10:30am 

Small Group 7pm 

23 24 

Wednesday Activities 

25 26 27 

Trunk or Treat 

Fall Festival 

2—4pm 

28 

 

Youth 6pm 

29 

 

Small Group 7pm 

30 31 

Be the Church— 

No Regular Activities 

   

Youth Retreat 12th—14th 


